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advantage; private feuds came before patriotism. Neither
party had the energy to stave off further disaster in France,
or the moral courage to withdraw. They could only be
active in fault-finding.
In 1453 Talbot led some six thousand men to drive off
the French force besieging Chdtillon on the Dordogne. His
command was not much less than Henry Vs at Agincourt,attack
but he had men of different mettle against him. The French Defeat at
withdrew to  their  entrenched  camp,  beat  off Taibot's (ww)on
charge, and eventually scattered his whole force in rout.
Talbot himself was slain, " very old and worn with years ".
Gascony, the last remnant of the Angevin Empire, was
taken by the French. With Taibot's death a war which was
also " very old and worn with years " came to an end.
England had lost all her French territory.    Nothing now
remained to her of the Norman possessions and her later
conquests except the  Channel Islands and the port of
Calais.    (Note 34.)
The close of the Hundred Years' War marks an epoch in
English history. We have seen two distinct stages of English ciose ot
wars with France. The first belongs to the reigns of the the war
Norman and Angevin kings, and was the natural result of
English kings holding a double position, in being Dukes
of Normandy and Aquitaine, Counts of Anjou and Maine.
These wars were essentially feudal struggles between a feudal
superior and turbulent feudal barons. The second stage is
that of the Hundred Years' War, in which both Edward III
and Henry V asserted a claim to be Bongs of France; one
wrested from France the great duchy of Aquitaine in full
sovereignty; the other actually won the crown for his son.
These were not feudal, but national struggles. It was not
the Duke of Normandy against the King of France, but
England against France. The enterprise of English politics change*n
was turned to conquest in France, France was regarded as n*
the natural field of English expansion. After many ups and
downs this policy failed and was abandoned.